
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

BUILDING A 
 

 

2ND STOREY 



 
2 

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adding an extension to your home 
is a brilliant way to create 
additional space without the hassle 
of moving out of your house. 

  

One of the most common 
dilemmas we come across when 
people are considering extending a 
home is whether to build out or up. 

  

Building out means extending the 
floor level space of your home; 
building up means adding a roof-
room.  

 

 

Roof Rooms  
Durban & Gauteng 

 

Let’s look at some great reasons 
why you should build a roof-
room and give you some 
essential information about the 
cost of building one and 
municipality requirements. 
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Reasons to build a  
Roof Room 

 There are many great reasons to 
build a roof-room on your home. One 
of the major advantages is that you 
do not compromise the space 
around your house allowing you to 
keep, for example, your existing 
garden or backyard area. 
This is a really important 
consideration if you have a family 
that likes to use the yard for 
entertainment or maybe love 
gardening. 
Other significant reasons why you 
may want to build a roof-room are: 

• You can give your home a greater 
architectural expression. For 
example, building up adds 
dimension to your house giving it a 
more imposing presence. 

• An upper level will provide natural 
insulation for your lower level 
which means keeping the heat out 
during summer and preventing 
heat escaping during winter. 

• Building up avoids potential site 
costs such as installing a new slab 
or footings; something required 
when extending outwards. 

• You can enhance your view 
depending on where you are. For 
example, the roof-room can 
introduce a city view or sea view. 

• You can add significant value to your 
property, especially if you are a single 
level property in an area that has 
many double storey properties.  

Most roof-rooms that we build are used 
as bedrooms and a bathroom(s) so that 
all sleeping is contained upstairs.  
This means that any bedrooms that 
were previously downstairs can be 
converted to more living or activity 
space e.g. study, library, extended 
kitchen, separate entertaining area, 
laundry room etc.. 
Just be aware that for a roof-room to be 
a real advantage it is essential that you 
build more than just one room.  
By building only one room you will not 
gain any spatial advantage as you will 
lose space on the ground level from the 
stairs meaning that overall you will have 
no extra floor space.  
Self-contained units built over garages 
have become popular over the past 
three years mainly for extra income. 
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 Planning and Building 
 

When deciding whether to add a second 
level, the first consideration is whether 
the existing structure is strong enough 
to hold another storey. 
A great building practitioner will be able 
to let you know from the outset. 
In our experience, we find that in most 
situations roof-rooms extensions are 
doable. 
One of the challenges in designing a 
roof-room is where to put stair access.  
Most people do not realize how much 
space a staircase can take – often it 
requires forfeiting part of a small room 
downstairs to accommodate it. 
Therefore, some redesign of your 
ground level is always required. 
It’s also really important from an 
aesthetical, functional and value 

perspective that the roof-room blends 
in with your original property giving it 
the appearance that it was built at the 
same time. This is where using our 
architect is a major advantage. 
Before having your plans drawn up it 
is essential to check the rules and 
regulations of your local council. 
Also, the existing structure needs to 
be considered and taken best 
advantage of to attain an aesthetic 
and efficient result. 
In all cases, a roof-room can be built 
whilst you occupy your home, 
builders only need access to your 
home at the end of the project to 
install the staircase. 
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 Cost 
Popular perception 
suggests that building a 
roof-room costs 
significantly more than 
extending a home 
outwards.  

In our experience, this is 

not the case and it very 
much depends on what is 
required and the condition 
of your building site.  

For example, extending a 
home outwards can mean 
a hefty cost in excavation 
and the installation of 

foundations and concrete 
slabs. 

A roof-room is built on 
your existing structure -  
hence it is quicker, 
cleaner and most times 
cheaper than brick and 
mortar.   
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Conclusion 
Building a roof-room on your home is a great 
way to increase your living space whilst keeping 
your outside space untouched. It also provides 
your home with a superior presence and 
aesthetic which adds financial value to your 
property itself and also increases your living 
comfort.  
 

Often…The only way is up! 
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